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This book is based on a simple concept: no one is in a better position to hold a
government accountable than those it governs.

When governments fail to meet the needs of their citizens, the international
community often turns to large external organizations such as the International
Monetary Fund or the World Bank. These analysts and monitors may have the
resources and expertise to analyze and advise on public spending and
governance, but where do they go when the time comes to implement new
policies? And can they really have a more nuanced understanding of the
country's problems than its own citizens? Who is there to watch day and night to
hold the government accountable?

From the Ground Up proposes that the international community's efforts to
improve public expenditure and budget execution decisions would be more
effective if done in collaboration with local independent monitoring
organizations. Stephen Kosack, Courtney Tolmie, and Charles Griffin track the
work of sixteen independent monitoring organizations from across the
developing world, demonstrating how these relatively small groups of local
researchers produce both thoughtful analysis and workable solutions. They
achieve these results because their vantage point allows them to more effectively
discern problems with governance and to communicate with their fellow citizens
about the ideals and methods of good governance.
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The authors also outline some disadvantages facing independent monitoring
organizations, such as insufficient resources, inadequate access to data, and too
little influence with high government officials. Collaboration with larger
international organizations could help independent monitoring organizations
overcome such obstacles, increasing their chances of improving
governance—from the ground up.
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This book is based on a simple concept: no one is in a better position to hold a government accountable than
those it governs.

When governments fail to meet the needs of their citizens, the international community often turns to large
external organizations such as the International Monetary Fund or the World Bank. These analysts and
monitors may have the resources and expertise to analyze and advise on public spending and governance, but
where do they go when the time comes to implement new policies? And can they really have a more nuanced
understanding of the country's problems than its own citizens? Who is there to watch day and night to hold
the government accountable?

From the Ground Up proposes that the international community's efforts to improve public expenditure and
budget execution decisions would be more effective if done in collaboration with local independent
monitoring organizations. Stephen Kosack, Courtney Tolmie, and Charles Griffin track the work of sixteen
independent monitoring organizations from across the developing world, demonstrating how these relatively
small groups of local researchers produce both thoughtful analysis and workable solutions. They achieve
these results because their vantage point allows them to more effectively discern problems with governance
and to communicate with their fellow citizens about the ideals and methods of good governance.

The authors also outline some disadvantages facing independent monitoring organizations, such as
insufficient resources, inadequate access to data, and too little influence with high government officials.
Collaboration with larger international organizations could help independent monitoring organizations
overcome such obstacles, increasing their chances of improving governance—from the ground up.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Stephen Kosack is a lecturer in development management at the London School of Economics. He is a
former research fellow in Global Economy and Development at the Brookings Institution.

Courtney Tolmie is a senior program officer for the Transparency and Accountability Program, a project of
the Results for Development Institute.

Charles C. Griffin is senior adviser to the vice president for Europe and Central Asia at the World Bank and
was previously a senior fellow in Global Economy and Development at Brookings.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

This From the Ground Up: Improving Government Performance with Independent Monitoring Organizations
book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific From the Ground Up:
Improving Government Performance with Independent Monitoring Organizations without we recognize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry From
the Ground Up: Improving Government Performance with Independent Monitoring Organizations can bring
once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This From the Ground Up: Improving Government Performance with
Independent Monitoring Organizations having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Diana Rush:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative.



When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
From the Ground Up: Improving Government Performance with Independent Monitoring Organizations, you
could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a book.

Kathryn Botello:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled From the
Ground Up: Improving Government Performance with Independent Monitoring Organizations the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The From the Ground Up: Improving Government
Performance with Independent Monitoring Organizations giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Ryan Fox:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this From the Ground Up: Improving Government Performance with
Independent Monitoring Organizations can make you really feel more interested to read.
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