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(Applause Books). Comical, offbeat, poignant, and fresh, The Best Plays of 2014
presents six of the most original plays of the year in asingle volume selected by
renowned editor Lawrence Harbison. * The Country House , a comedy about a
deeply dramatic family, by Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Donald Margulies.
* Dinner with the Boys, an offbeat, dark comedy by Dan Lauria about some old-
time wise guys who want to have a good Italian meal and afew laughs and tie up
some loose ends before dessert. * Mala Hierba by Tanya Saracho, inspired by
Latin American culture, which pits human yearnings against the power of
culturally predetermined obligations. * Based on real events, Our Lady of Kibeho
by Katori Hall was hailed as the "most important new play of the year!" by Terry
Teachout of The Wall Street Journal . * When January Feels Like Summer by
Cori Thomas presents five lives colliding as afeeling of change humsin the air
during one strangely warm winter in Central Harlem. * Y ear of the Rooster (
New Y ork Times Critics' Pick) by Eric Dufault afiercely comic play about
cockfighting, connections, and clawing your way to the top.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Harbison, once in charge of new play acquisition for Samuel French, claims these are the best plays of

2014. So what do we have here? Donald Margulies's The Country House is absolute catnip for any actor
because al of the characters are actors and the writing is brisk and witty. The challenge will be designing
and dressing the well-furnished New England country house in which the action takes place. Three middle-
aged or older actors are needed for Dan Lauria's mob comedy Dinner with the Boys, areal treat. Mala Hierba
by Tanya Saracho calls for four Latin American actorsin their 20s and 30s. It isasintricatein its
maneuverings as a chess game and the setting will demand a major thrift store budget. Katori Hall's Our
Lady of Kibeho isreminiscent of George Bernard Shaw's St. Joan or Arthur Miller's The Crucible. It's set in
Rwanda and requires outstanding young actors. Eric Dufault's Y ear of the Rooster is a comic romp on the
surface, but it will leave audiences breathless with its bite. One of the five charactersis arooster, giving
some lucky actor a chance for unbridled, over-the-top acting. Cori Thomas's When January Feedls Like
Summer isthe least of the bunch. VERDICT A solid collection practitioners will find useful for study as well
as for production. One hopes that the perfect binding will hold up to repeated use." --Larry Schwartz,
Minnesota State Univ. Lib., Moorhead

About the Author

For over thirty years, LAWRENCE HARBISON (Brooklyn, NY) was in charge of new play acquisition for
Samuel French, Inc., during which time hiswork on behalf of playwrights resulted in the publication of
hundreds of plays, by playwrights such as Jane Martin, Don Nigro, Tina Howe, Theresa Rebeck, Jerry
Sterner, William Mastrosimone, Charles Fuller, and Ken Ludwig among many others; and the acquisition of
musicals such as Smoke on the Mountain, A ...My Name Is Alice, Little Shop of Horrors, and Three Guys
Naked from the Waist Down. He is the author of Best Contemporary Monologues for Men 18-35 and Best
Contemporary Monologues for Women 18-35, and 25 10-Minute Plays for Teens. His column, "On the Aisle
with Larry," isaregular feature at smithandkraus.com. He is amember of the Outer Critics Circle aswell as
the Drama Desk and was a member of the Drama Desk Nominating Committee for the 2010-2011 and 2011-
2012 seasons.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christina Ruiz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erawhich can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Best Plays of 2014 (Best
Plays of Y ear) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Haley Berg:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Best Plays of



2014 (Best Plays of Y ear) suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in thisera. Typically
the book untitled The Best Plays of 2014 (Best Plays of Y ear)is one of several books which everyone read
now. Thiskind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you awide range of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

L ola Behrendt:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to consider ook for book, may be the reserve untitled The Best Plays of 2014 (Best Plays of Y ear) can
be excellent book to read. May beit is usually best activity to you.

Harold Young:

As astudent exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library aswell as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful picson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Best Plays of 2014 (Best Plays of Y ear) can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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