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In this ambitious project, historian Katrina Thompson examines the
conceptualization and staging of race through the performance, sometimes
coerced, of black dance from the slave ship to the minstrel stage. Drawing on a
rich variety of sources, Thompson explicates how black musical performance
was used by white Europeans and Americans to justify enslavement, perpetuate
the existing racial hierarchy, and mask the brutality of the domestic slave trade.
Whether on slave ships, at the auction block, or on plantations, whites often used
coerced performances to oppress and demean the enslaved.

As Thompson shows, however, blacks' "backstage" use of musical performance
often served quite a different purpose. Through creolization and other means,
enslaved people preserved some native musical and dance traditions and invented
or adopted new traditions that built community and even aided rebellion.

Thompson shows how these traditions evolved into nineteenth-century minstrelsy
and, ultimately, raises the question of whether today's mass media performances
and depictions of African Americans are so very far removed from their
troublesome roots.
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In this ambitious project, historian Katrina Thompson examines the conceptualization and staging of race
through the performance, sometimes coerced, of black dance from the slave ship to the minstrel stage.
Drawing on a rich variety of sources, Thompson explicates how black musical performance was used by
white Europeans and Americans to justify enslavement, perpetuate the existing racial hierarchy, and mask
the brutality of the domestic slave trade. Whether on slave ships, at the auction block, or on plantations,
whites often used coerced performances to oppress and demean the enslaved.

As Thompson shows, however, blacks' "backstage" use of musical performance often served quite a different
purpose. Through creolization and other means, enslaved people preserved some native musical and dance
traditions and invented or adopted new traditions that built community and even aided rebellion.

Thompson shows how these traditions evolved into nineteenth-century minstrelsy and, ultimately, raises the
question of whether today's mass media performances and depictions of African Americans are so very far
removed from their troublesome roots.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thompson forces readers to rethink the place and meaning of performance in early America. ...Ring Shout
stands as one of the more intriguing new works on slavery and performance."--Civil War Book Review

"Katrina Dyonne Thompson makes an important contribution to our understanding of slavery and racial
formation. An engaging, well-argued book that uses the contested areas of dance and music to explore the
many worlds of slavery and the cultural development of both blacks and whites. Ring Shout, Wheel About
will take its rightful place alongside its academic forbearers, and should be the standard to follow for years to
come."--Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society
 

"Provides a thorough examination of the "complex and conflicting roles" of music and dance in the lives of
the enslaved, arguing that double consciousness was one result of the "paradoxical dynamic of agency,
masquerade, and subjugation" found in black performances."--The Journal of Southern History

"Thompson has written a powerful study whose implications reach beyond distant American history or the
preconceptions of ‘black studies’ to ask urgent questions about African American identity.”--Times Literary
Supplement

"Thompson's extraordinary book relates the story behind the story of the genesis of blackface minstrelsy as
the first entertainment form in the new US. Essential."--Choice

"Thompson offers the first cultural history of how music and dance shaped Euro-American and African
American identities and how these American culture producers manipulated the performing arts to mold
public perception… On virtually every page of Ring Shout, Wheel About, Thompson perceptively
deconstructs this complicated quartet of music, dance, slavery, and American culture, and she brilliantly
organizes her argument around a 'page to stage' metaphor of theatrical production…  Ring Shout, Wheel
About succeeds tremendously in historicizing racial stereotyping well before blackface and in explicating the
many uses Europeans, Africans, African Americans, Euro-Americans, southerners, and northerners found for
music and dance."--Register of the Kentucky Historical Society
 

About the Author

Katrina Dyonne Thompson is an assistant professor of history and African American studies at St. Louis
University.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial
Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery.

Kevin Nixon:

Here thing why this specific Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North
American Slavery are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Ring Shout, Wheel About:
The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Ring Shout, Wheel
About: The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Ring Shout,
Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery in e-book can be your
substitute.

Romana Linder:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and
Dance in North American Slavery it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Delores Villarreal:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the



books in the top record in your reading list is Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and
Dance in North American Slavery. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Download and Read Online Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial
Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery By Katrina
Dyonne Thompson #1PN84QFBX75



Read Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and
Dance in North American Slavery By Katrina Dyonne Thompson
for online ebook

Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery By Katrina
Dyonne Thompson Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good
books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online
library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial
Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery By Katrina Dyonne Thompson books to read online.

Online Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North
American Slavery By Katrina Dyonne Thompson ebook PDF download

Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery By
Katrina Dyonne Thompson Doc

Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery By Katrina Dyonne
Thompson Mobipocket

Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery By Katrina Dyonne
Thompson EPub

1PN84QFBX75: Ring Shout, Wheel About: The Racial Politics of Music and Dance in North American Slavery By Katrina
Dyonne Thompson


