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In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith, bestselling author of
The State of Africa, follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of 5,000 years.
With compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and
empires; the spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and
other riches; the exploits of explorers and missionaries; and the impact of
European colonisation. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states and
concludes with a glimpse into their future. This is history on an epic scale.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Even the longtime specialist is likely to learn lots of things because of the extraordinary amount of ground
the author covers.”—Howard French, The Wall Street Journal

“Mr Meredith artfully weaves together exploration, trade and geography in a narrative that is both detailed
and arresting… [he] leaves the reader bursting with a wealth of facts”—The Economist

“This is the new standard against which future histories will be considered.”—Publishers Weekly starred
review

“A gripping tale of insatiable greed—personal and collective.”—Booklist, starred review

“[A] broad-ranging history of Africa from the age of the pharaohs to the present, with a solid emphasis on
economics…richly detailed…a useful study.”—Kirkus Reviews

About the Author
Martin Meredith is a journalist, biographer and historian who has written extensively on Africa and its recent
history. He is the author of many books including The State of Africa: A History of the Continent Since
Independence; Mugabe: Power, Plunder, and the Struggle for Zimbabwe, and Mandela: A Biography. He
lives near Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carmen Flood:

The feeling that you get from Fortunes of Africa: A 5,000 Year History of Wealth, Greed and Endeavour
will be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Fortunes of Africa: A 5,000 Year History
of Wealth, Greed and Endeavour giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this guide
is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this particular Fortunes of Africa: A 5,000 Year History of Wealth, Greed and Endeavour instantly.

Charles Hager:

Typically the book Fortunes of Africa: A 5,000 Year History of Wealth, Greed and Endeavour will bring that
you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Fortunes of Africa: A 5,000
Year History of Wealth, Greed and Endeavour is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get



the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Amy McCarter:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. Fortunes of Africa: A 5,000 Year History of Wealth, Greed and Endeavour can be your answer
since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Raymond Murray:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Fortunes of Africa: A 5,000 Year History of Wealth, Greed
and Endeavour was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Fortunes of Africa:
A 5,000 Year History of Wealth, Greed and Endeavour has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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