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A major new introduction to the global history of Christianity, written by one of
the world’s leading theologians and author of numerous bestselling textbooks. 

Provides a truly global review by exploring the development of Christianity and●

related issues in Asia, Latin America and Africa, and not just focusing on
Western concerns
Spanning more than two millennia and combining elements of theology,●

history, and culture, it traces the development of all three branches of
Christianity – Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox – providing context to
Christianity’s origins and its links to Judaism
Looks beyond denominational history at Christianity’s impact on individuals,●

society, politics, and intellectual thought, as well as on art, architecture, and the
natural sciences
Combines McGrath’s acute historical sensibility with formidable organizational●

skill, breaking the material down into accessible, self-contained historical
periods
Offers an accessible and student-oriented text, assuming little or no advance●

theological or historical knowledge on the part of the reader
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Editorial Review

Review

“As a work giving an introductory overview of historical theology and lived Christianity in a wider social
and intellectual context, the work is excellent —useful for introductory orientation to specific topics (with a
meticulously subdivided table of contents and subheads throughout)—and helpful for seeing longer through-
lines and deeper continuities than one would see in more narrowly focused works.”  (Journal of Religious
History, 6 December 2015)

“This book, ideal for seminarians but also for the non-professional Christian, is an incredible resource for
helping Christians understand where our faith comes from, how it has developed and spread and survived as
long as it has. Ultimately, this book is a great picture of the story of God working to advance his kingdom in
the midst of broken humanity."   (Tom-farr.blogspot.com, 1 August 2013)

 

Review

“In this volume McGrath communicates the story of Christianity with energy and assurance. Students and
teachers alike will appreciate McGrath’s balanced organization and clear writing style. He gives extended
attention to theological issues, particularly in the Patristic and Reformation eras. This excellent volume will
be welcomed by readers who seek a reliable and accessible guide to understanding major landmarks in the
development of the Christian tradition.” —Bill Pitts, Baylor University

"This is a wonderful introduction to the history of Christianity. It pays the most attention to the rise and
spread of the Christian faith in the ancient near east and the medieval and modern west. But it also tells the
story of this faith's rapid shift to the global south and far east during the past 100 years--and does so with the
kind of clear and compelling English prose that will be recognized as vintage McGrath by experts in the
field. I strongly recommend it, and look forward to using it frequently with students and other
readers."—Douglas A. Sweeney, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

"As Christianity expands around the globe, this intelligent introduction introduces key figures, ideas and
developments in Christian history, balancing illuminating generalizations with engaging detailed examples.
The mutual interactions of churches and cultures are highlighted, and theological developments are clearly
articulated. McGrath succeeds in whetting the reader’s appetite for further study."—Anne T. Thayer,
Lancaster Theological Seminary

"It is difficult to write a comprehensive text on Christian history in this day and age. There are deeply rutted
roads in scholarship that lead the conventional historian to focus on the twilight of Christianity in the West
and the inevitability of secularization. These developments, while all too true, distort both the present vitality
of Christian faith and its future. McGrath avoids these pitfalls. While firmly rooted in the essentials of the
Christian story, he also has a clear sense of the new paths Christian faith is taking in global evangelical
outreach."—Walter Sundberg, Luther Seminary

"This is a wonderful introduction to the history of Christianity. It pays the most attention to the rise and
spread of the Christian faith in the ancient near east and the medieval and modern west. But it also tells the



story of this faith's rapid shift to the global south and far east during the past 100 years--and does so with the
kind of clear and compelling English prose that will be recognized as vintage McGrath by experts in the
field. I strongly recommend it, and look forward to using it frequently with students and other
readers."—Douglas A. Sweeney, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School

From the Back Cover

Written by one of the world’s leading theologians and the author of numerous bestselling textbooks, this
comprehensive textbook explores over two millennia of Christian history. Accessibly structured by historical
period, and informed by the latest research, it goes beyond a simple denominational history in analyzing the
impact of Christianity as a social, political, and intellectual phenomenon, as well as its legacy on art,
architecture, and the natural sciences. 

Tracing the development of all three branches of Christianity – Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox – and
providing context to Christianity’s origins and its links to Judaism, the book adopts a truly global
perspective. McGrath extends his focus beyond the West to explore the expansion of Christianity and related
issues across Asia, Latin America, and Africa. Combined with coverage of theology, history, and culture,
this global viewpoint will ensure Christian History: An Introduction will be a valuable addition to the field
and to any student’s bookshelf.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Harris:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Christian History: An Introduction as your daily resource
information.

Tommie Matthews:

This book untitled Christian History: An Introduction to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Jane Rich:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is



just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list is Christian History: An Introduction. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Clyde Miller:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Christian History: An Introduction to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and
reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-
book Christian History: An Introduction can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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