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When The Sound of the One Hand came out in Japan in 1916 it caused a scandal.
Zen was a secretive practice, its wisdom relayed from master to novice in
strictest privacy. That a handbook existed recording not only the riddling koans
that are central to Zen teaching but also detailing the answers to them seemed to
mark Zen as rote, not revelatory.

For all that, The Sound of the One Hand opens the door to Zen like no other
book. Including koans that go back to the master who first brought the koan
teaching method from China to Japan in the eighteenth century, this book offers,
in the words of the translator, editor, and Zen initiate Yoel Hoffmann, “the
clearest, most detailed, and most correct picture of Zen” that can be found. What
we have here is an extraordinary introduction to Zen thought as lived thought, a
treasury of problems, paradoxes, and performance that will appeal to artists,
writers, and philosophers as well as Buddhists and students of religion.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The very strain of koan meditation [found in The Sound of the One Hand] is not unlike the self-imposed
strain of a creative mathematician, writer, or artist. Such a person deliberately sets himself difficult problems,
and deliberately renews them once they have been solved in order to compose or harmonize or solve
himself.” —Ben-Ami Scharfstein

“Koans aim for the complete destruction of the rational intellect.” —Carl Jung

About the Author
Yoel Hoffmann was born in 1937. He received his PhD in the philosophy of religion and Buddhism from
Kyoto University, Japan, and went on to teach Eastern philosophy at the University of Haifa. In addition to
his works of fiction, he is the author of several books on Zen Buddhism, comparative philosophy, and
Japanese poetry. Hoffmann has been awarded the Koret Jewish Book Award, the Newman Prize of Hebrew
Literature by Bar-Ilan University, and the Bialik Prize by the city of Tel Aviv. He lives in the Galilee.

Dror Burstein teaches literature at Tel Aviv University. He is the editor of the poetry journal Helikon and
the recipient of the 1997 Jerusalem Prize for Literature. His books Kin and Netanya have been translated into
English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacey Eades:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Sound of the One Hand: 281
Zen Koans with Answers (New York Review Books Classics) guide written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still hesitation The Sound of the One Hand: 281 Zen Koans with Answers (New
York Review Books Classics) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide
that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Bertha Davis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to your
account is The Sound of the One Hand: 281 Zen Koans with Answers (New York Review Books Classics)
this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented



so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable
all of you.

Irene Gonzales:

Beside this particular The Sound of the One Hand: 281 Zen Koans with Answers (New York Review Books
Classics) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Sound of the One Hand: 281 Zen Koans with
Answers (New York Review Books Classics) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Chrissy Stallings:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Sound of the One Hand: 281 Zen Koans
with Answers (New York Review Books Classics) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Sound of the One Hand: 281 Zen Koans with
Answers (New York Review Books Classics) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of that time.
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