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With the memoir boom, life storytelling has become ubiquitous and emerged as a
distinct field of study. Reading Autobiography, originally published in 2001, was
the first comprehensive critical introduction to life writing in all its forms.
Widely adopted for undergraduate and graduate-level courses, it is an essential
guide for students and scholars reading and interpreting autobiographical texts
and methods across the humanities, social sciences, and visual and performing
arts.
 
Thoroughly updated, the second edition of Reading Autobiography is the most
complete assessment of life narrative in its myriad forms. It lays out a
sophisticated, theoretical approach to life writing and the components of
autobiographical acts, including memory, experience, identity, embodiment,
space, and agency. Sidonie Smith and Julia Watson explore these components,
review the history of life writing and the foundations of autobiographical
subjectivity, and provide a toolkit for working with twenty-three key concepts.
Their survey of innovative forms of life writing, such as autographics and
installation self-portraiture, charts recent shifts in autobiographical practice.
Especially useful for courses are the appendices: a glossary covering dozens of
distinct genres of life writing, proposals for group and classroom projects, and an
extensive bibliography.
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life writing in all its forms. Widely adopted for undergraduate and graduate-level courses, it is an essential
guide for students and scholars reading and interpreting autobiographical texts and methods across the
humanities, social sciences, and visual and performing arts.
 
Thoroughly updated, the second edition of Reading Autobiography is the most complete assessment of life
narrative in its myriad forms. It lays out a sophisticated, theoretical approach to life writing and the
components of autobiographical acts, including memory, experience, identity, embodiment, space, and
agency. Sidonie Smith and Julia Watson explore these components, review the history of life writing and the
foundations of autobiographical subjectivity, and provide a toolkit for working with twenty-three key
concepts. Their survey of innovative forms of life writing, such as autographics and installation self-
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sidonie Smith is Martha Guernsey Colby Collegiate Professor of English and Women’s Studies at the
University of Michigan.

Julia Watson is professor of comparative studies at Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eileen Smith:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Reading Autobiography: A Guide for
Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Shannon Silva:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When you
read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Reading
Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition, you are able to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
guide.

Shelly Sampson:

You can get this Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable



ways for you.

David Auman:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through
the book Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition we can take
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book
Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second Edition. You can more inviting
than now.
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