
Principles of Instrumental Logic: John
Dewey's Lectures in Ethics and Political
Ethics, 1895-1896

From Brand: Southern Illinois University Press

Principles of Instrumental Logic: John Dewey's Lectures in Ethics and
Political Ethics, 1895-1896 From Brand: Southern Illinois University Press

John Dewey delivered two sets of related lectures at the University of Chicago in
the fall quarter 1895 and the spring quarter 1896. Designed for graduate students,
the lectures show the birth of Dewey’s instrumentalist theory of inquiry in its
application to ethical and political thinking.

From 1891 through 1903, Dewey attempted to develop a revolutionary
experimentalist approach to ethical inquiry designed to replace the more
traditional ways of moral theorizing that relied on the fixed moral knowledge
given in advance of the situations in which they were applied. In the lectures on
the logic of ethics, he sets forth and defends the view that the "is" in a moral
judgment such as "This is good" is a coordinating factor in an inquiry. Although
the subject matter of the lectures is highly technical, its significance is
paramount. It provides the key to and opens the door for a theory that preserves
the difference between strictly scientific inquiry and moral inquiry even while it
provides a "scientific treatment" of the latter.

The lectures on political ethics apply Dewey’s theory of inquiry to the logical
problems created by three disciplines designated as politics, economics, and
ethics, which appear to have separate and antagonistic subject matters. Politics is
a quest for political power; economics is based on self-interest; ethical inquiry is
about morality. These lectures carry on the experimental theory of inquiry
developed in the previous lectures by explaining how the distinction between
these subject matters can be developed without the antagonism.

These lectures enable us to make much better sense of Dewey’s later works on
moral and political topics.
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John Dewey delivered two sets of related lectures at the University of Chicago in the fall quarter 1895 and
the spring quarter 1896. Designed for graduate students, the lectures show the birth of Dewey’s
instrumentalist theory of inquiry in its application to ethical and political thinking.

From 1891 through 1903, Dewey attempted to develop a revolutionary experimentalist approach to ethical
inquiry designed to replace the more traditional ways of moral theorizing that relied on the fixed moral
knowledge given in advance of the situations in which they were applied. In the lectures on the logic of
ethics, he sets forth and defends the view that the "is" in a moral judgment such as "This is good" is a
coordinating factor in an inquiry. Although the subject matter of the lectures is highly technical, its
significance is paramount. It provides the key to and opens the door for a theory that preserves the difference
between strictly scientific inquiry and moral inquiry even while it provides a "scientific treatment" of the
latter.

The lectures on political ethics apply Dewey’s theory of inquiry to the logical problems created by three
disciplines designated as politics, economics, and ethics, which appear to have separate and antagonistic
subject matters. Politics is a quest for political power; economics is based on self-interest; ethical inquiry is
about morality. These lectures carry on the experimental theory of inquiry developed in the previous lectures
by explaining how the distinction between these subject matters can be developed without the antagonism.

These lectures enable us to make much better sense of Dewey’s later works on moral and political topics.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Donald F. Koch is a professor of philosophy at Michigan State University. He has edited John Dewey’s
Lectures on Psychological and Political Ethics: 1898 and Lectures on Ethics: 1900–1901 and is the coeditor
(with Warren G. Samuels) of Lectures by John Dewey: Moral and Political Philosophy 1915–1916.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Ables:

This Principles of Instrumental Logic: John Dewey's Lectures in Ethics and Political Ethics, 1895-1896 book
is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
a person read a lot of information you will get. That Principles of Instrumental Logic: John Dewey's Lectures
in Ethics and Political Ethics, 1895-1896 without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Principles of Instrumental Logic: John Dewey's
Lectures in Ethics and Political Ethics, 1895-1896 can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space
or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Principles of Instrumental Logic: John Dewey's Lectures in Ethics and Political Ethics, 1895-1896 having
great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Dale Hollander:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Principles of Instrumental
Logic: John Dewey's Lectures in Ethics and Political Ethics, 1895-1896 is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Michael Stricklin:

The publication untitled Principles of Instrumental Logic: John Dewey's Lectures in Ethics and Political
Ethics, 1895-1896 is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure
the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
Principles of Instrumental Logic: John Dewey's Lectures in Ethics and Political Ethics, 1895-1896 from the



publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Vincent Humphreys:

The reason? Because this Principles of Instrumental Logic: John Dewey's Lectures in Ethics and Political
Ethics, 1895-1896 is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who
all write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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