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First published in 1949, Frank Lawrence Owsley's Plain Folk of the Old South
refuted the popular myth that the antebellum South contained only three classes -
- planters, poor whites, and slaves. Owsley draws on a wide range of source
materials -- firsthand accounts such as diaries and the published observations of
travelers and journalists; church records; and county records, including wills,
deeds, tax lists, and grand-jury reports -- to accurately reconstruct the prewar
South's large and significant "yeoman farmer" middle class. He follows the
history of this group, beginning with their migration from the Atlantic states into
the frontier South, charts their property holdings and economic standing, and tells
of the rich texture of their lives: the singing schools and corn shuckings, their
courtship rituals and revival meetings, barn raisings and logrollings, and contests
of marksmanship and horsemanship such as "snuffing the candle," "driving the
nail," and the "gander pull." A new introduction by John B. Boles explains why
this book remains the starting point today for the study of society in the Old
South.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This was the first book to systematically lay to rest the myth of the antebellum South's division into three
classes- planters, poor whites, and slaves.

About the Author

Frank Lawrence Owsley (1890--1956) taught southern history for many years at Vanderbilt University, and
later at the University of Alabama. He is the author of State Rights in the Confederacy and King Cotton
Diplomacy, coauthor of The United States: From Colony to World Power, and one of the contributors to I'll
Take My Stand: The South and the Agrarian Traditions.

John B. Boles is William P. Hobby Professor of History at Rice University and editor of the Journal of
Southern History. He is the author of University Builder: Edgar Odell Lovett and the Founding of the Rice
Institute and The South through Time: A History of an American Region, Black Southerners, 1619--1869, as
well as numerous other books.

Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

This Plain Folk of the Old South (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That Plain Folk of the Old South (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern
History) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Plain Folk of the Old South (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History)
can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have
it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Plain Folk of the Old South (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures
in Southern History) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Garrison:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Plain Folk of the Old South (Walter



Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Sean Owens:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Plain Folk of the Old South (Walter Lynwood Fleming
Lectures in Southern History) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Shirley Henderson:

You may get this Plain Folk of the Old South (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's
try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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