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What role does the Christian community play in the process of growing in
Christian maturity? This book argues that in Pauline theology the redeemed
community is a necessary means for the progressive sanctification of the
individual believer, an idea that is largely misunderstood in parts of the Western
church. It evaluates foundational theological considerations traditionally omitted
from sanctification studies and places them within the context of Pauline
theology. Included are the missiological nature of holiness, the initiatory
character of God, the creation of the new humanity as reflecting the image of
God, and the impact upon the church resulting from the radical redefinition by
Christ of the cultural symbols surrounding the Jewish temple system. This book
offers a corrective to the individualized approach to Christian growth: For Paul,
the focus of God’s transformative activity culminates with the community rather
than the individual, the goal of which is to reveal God’s glory to the broader
creation.
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What role does the Christian community play in the process of growing in Christian maturity? This book
argues that in Pauline theology the redeemed community is a necessary means for the progressive
sanctification of the individual believer, an idea that is largely misunderstood in parts of the Western church.
It evaluates foundational theological considerations traditionally omitted from sanctification studies and
places them within the context of Pauline theology. Included are the missiological nature of holiness, the
initiatory character of God, the creation of the new humanity as reflecting the image of God, and the impact
upon the church resulting from the radical redefinition by Christ of the cultural symbols surrounding the
Jewish temple system. This book offers a corrective to the individualized approach to Christian growth: For
Paul, the focus of God’s transformative activity culminates with the community rather than the individual,
the goal of which is to reveal God’s glory to the broader creation.
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Editorial Review

Review
«James M. Howard is to be commended for contributing what is surely the most lucid and carefully argued
case for the role of human Christian community in its ongoing transformation into the image of God – in its
progressive sanctification. His conclusion that the dynamics and patterns of Christian community originate in
God’s initiative to bring human beings into relationship with himself underpins the potent dialectic which
finds Christians who are struggling to achieve and sustain community integrally involved in a divine project
of growth. And in this project, temple becomes more than a metaphor and solidarity is more than a virtue or
a survival technique. The implications of this interpretation for understanding church identity, Christian
growth, and mission in the still heavily individualistic Western world are tremendous.» (Philip H. Towner,
Director of Translation Services, United Bible Societies, Reading, United Kingdom; Honorary Lecturer in
New Testament, University of St Andrews, Scotland)
«Systematic theology rightly stresses the role of sanctification in Scripture and especially in Paul but usually
conceives of it individualistically. Biblical scholarship abounds in social-scientific study that stresses the
corporate solidarity of ancient cultures and of God’s people but focuses little on sanctification. James M.
Howard presents exemplary exegetical and biblical theology to show how sanctification in the Bible and
particularly the Pauline corpus requires active participation in the community of believers, as both a key
locus and essential means for growing in holiness. A must read for any who are in the least bit tempted to try
to make ‘lone-ranger’ Christianity viable.» (Craig L. Blomberg, Distinguished Professor of New Testament,
Denver Seminary)

About the Author
The Author: James M. Howard, a former missionary with Cadence International in Germany, is Director of
the Southern Colorado Center and Associate Professor of Biblical Studies for Colorado Christian University,
Colorado, and Visiting Professor of New Testament at LIFE Institute in Madurai, India. He received his
Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from Dallas Theological Seminary, Texas.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Davis:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for us. The book Paul, the Community, and Progressive
Sanctification: An Exploration into Community-Based Transformation within Pauline Theology (Studies in
Biblical Literature) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Paul, the Community, and Progressive
Sanctification: An Exploration into Community-Based Transformation within Pauline Theology (Studies in
Biblical Literature) is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
using the book Paul, the Community, and Progressive Sanctification: An Exploration into Community-Based
Transformation within Pauline Theology (Studies in Biblical Literature). You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.



Homer Douglas:

Precisely why? Because this Paul, the Community, and Progressive Sanctification: An Exploration into
Community-Based Transformation within Pauline Theology (Studies in Biblical Literature) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Virginia Gauvin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Paul, the Community, and Progressive
Sanctification: An Exploration into Community-Based Transformation within Pauline Theology (Studies in
Biblical Literature) or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Paul, the Community, and Progressive Sanctification: An Exploration into
Community-Based Transformation within Pauline Theology (Studies in Biblical Literature) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Karen Garcia:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Paul, the Community, and
Progressive Sanctification: An Exploration into Community-Based Transformation within Pauline Theology
(Studies in Biblical Literature) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability
is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
available a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Paul, the Community, and Progressive
Sanctification: An Exploration into Community-Based Transformation within Pauline Theology (Studies in
Biblical Literature) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of these time.
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