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A thrilling chronicle of the tragedy-ridden history of climbing K2, the world's
most difficult and unpredictable mountain, by the bestselling authors of No
Shortcuts to the Top

At 28,251 feet, the world's second-tallest mountain, K2 thrusts skyward out of
the Karakoram Range of northern Pakistan. Climbers regard it as the ultimate
achievement in mountaineering, with good reason. Four times as deadly as
Everest, K2 has claimed the lives of seventy-seven climbers since 1954. In
August 2008 eleven climbers died in a single thirty-six-hour period on K2–the
worst single-event tragedy in the mountain's history and the second-worst in the
long chronicle of mountaineering in the Himalaya and Karakoram ranges. Yet
summiting K2 remains a cherished goal for climbers from all over the globe.
Before he faced the challenge of K2 himself, Ed Viesturs, one of the world's
premier high-altitude mountaineers, thought of it as "the holy grail of
mountaineering."

In K2: Life and Death on the World's Most Dangerous Mountain, Viesturs
explores the remarkable history of the mountain and of those who have attempted
to conquer it. At the same time he probes K2's most memorable sagas in an
attempt to illustrate the lessons learned by confronting the fundamental questions
raised by mountaineering–questions of risk, ambition, loyalty to one's teammates,
self-sacrifice, and the price of glory. Viesturs knows the mountain firsthand. He
and renowned alpinist Scott Fischer climbed it in 1992 and were nearly killed in
an avalanche that sent them sliding to almost certain death. Fortunately, Ed
managed to get into a self-arrest position with his ice ax and stop both his fall and
Scott' s.

Focusing on seven of the mountain's most dramatic campaigns, from his own
troubled ascent to the 2008 tragedy, Viesturs and Roberts crafts an edge-of-your-
seat narrative that climbers and armchair travelers alike will find unforgettably
compelling. With photographs from Viesturs's personal collection and from
historical sources, this is the definitive account of the world's ultimate mountain,
and of the lessons that can be gleaned from struggling toward its elusive summit.
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A thrilling chronicle of the tragedy-ridden history of climbing K2, the world's most difficult and
unpredictable mountain, by the bestselling authors of No Shortcuts to the Top

At 28,251 feet, the world's second-tallest mountain, K2 thrusts skyward out of the Karakoram Range of
northern Pakistan. Climbers regard it as the ultimate achievement in mountaineering, with good reason. Four
times as deadly as Everest, K2 has claimed the lives of seventy-seven climbers since 1954. In August 2008
eleven climbers died in a single thirty-six-hour period on K2–the worst single-event tragedy in the
mountain's history and the second-worst in the long chronicle of mountaineering in the Himalaya and
Karakoram ranges. Yet summiting K2 remains a cherished goal for climbers from all over the globe. Before
he faced the challenge of K2 himself, Ed Viesturs, one of the world's premier high-altitude mountaineers,
thought of it as "the holy grail of mountaineering."

In K2: Life and Death on the World's Most Dangerous Mountain, Viesturs explores the remarkable history of
the mountain and of those who have attempted to conquer it. At the same time he probes K2's most
memorable sagas in an attempt to illustrate the lessons learned by confronting the fundamental questions
raised by mountaineering–questions of risk, ambition, loyalty to one's teammates, self-sacrifice, and the price
of glory. Viesturs knows the mountain firsthand. He and renowned alpinist Scott Fischer climbed it in 1992
and were nearly killed in an avalanche that sent them sliding to almost certain death. Fortunately, Ed
managed to get into a self-arrest position with his ice ax and stop both his fall and Scott' s.

Focusing on seven of the mountain's most dramatic campaigns, from his own troubled ascent to the 2008
tragedy, Viesturs and Roberts crafts an edge-of-your-seat narrative that climbers and armchair travelers alike
will find unforgettably compelling. With photographs from Viesturs's personal collection and from historical
sources, this is the definitive account of the world's ultimate mountain, and of the lessons that can be gleaned
from struggling toward its elusive summit.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Tran:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book K2: Life and Death on the World's Most
Dangerous Mountain has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide K2: Life and Death on the World's Most Dangerous
Mountain is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book
K2: Life and Death on the World's Most Dangerous Mountain. You never sense lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Elvia Wirtz:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this K2: Life
and Death on the World's Most Dangerous Mountain.

Benjamin Manno:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is usually K2: Life and Death on the World's Most Dangerous Mountain.

Johnny Relyea:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of book



K2: Life and Death on the World's Most Dangerous Mountain. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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