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John Singer Sargent’s approach to watercolor was unconventional. Going beyond
turn-of-the-century standards for carefully delineated and composed landscapes
filled with transparent washes, his confidently bold, dense strokes and loosely
defined forms startled critics and fellow practitioners alike. One reviewer of an
exhibition in London proclaimed him “an eagle in a dove-cote”; another called
his work “swagger” watercolors. For Sargent, however, the watercolors were not
so much about swagger as about a renewed and liberated approach to painting. In
watercolor, his vision became more personal and his works more interconnected,
as he considered the way one image--often of a friend or favorite place--
enhanced another. Sargent held only two major watercolor exhibitions in the
United States during his lifetime. The contents of the first, in 1909, were
purchased in their entirety by the Brooklyn Museum of Art. The paintings
exhibited in the other, in 1912, were scooped up by the Museum of Fine Arts,
Boston. John Singer Sargent Watercolors reunites nearly 100 works from these
collections for the first time, arranging them by themes and subjects: sunlight on
stone, figures reclining on grass, patterns of light and shadow. Enhanced by
biographical and technical essays, and lavishly illustrated with 175 color
reproductions, this publication introduces readers to the full sweep of Sargent’s
accomplishments in this medium, in works that delight the eye as well as
challenge our understanding of this prodigiously gifted artist.
The international art star of the Gilded Age, John Singer Sargent (1856–1925)
was born in Italy to American parents, trained in Paris and worked on both sides
of the Atlantic. Sargent is best known for his dramatic and stylish portraits, but
he was equally active as a landscapist, muralist, and watercolor painter. His
dynamic and boldly conceived watercolors, created during travels to Tuscan
gardens, Alpine retreats, Venetian canals and Bedouin encampments, record
unusual motifs that caught his incisive eye.
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John Singer Sargent’s approach to watercolor was unconventional. Going beyond turn-of-the-century
standards for carefully delineated and composed landscapes filled with transparent washes, his confidently
bold, dense strokes and loosely defined forms startled critics and fellow practitioners alike. One reviewer of
an exhibition in London proclaimed him “an eagle in a dove-cote”; another called his work “swagger”
watercolors. For Sargent, however, the watercolors were not so much about swagger as about a renewed and
liberated approach to painting. In watercolor, his vision became more personal and his works more
interconnected, as he considered the way one image--often of a friend or favorite place--enhanced another.
Sargent held only two major watercolor exhibitions in the United States during his lifetime. The contents of
the first, in 1909, were purchased in their entirety by the Brooklyn Museum of Art. The paintings exhibited
in the other, in 1912, were scooped up by the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. John Singer Sargent
Watercolors reunites nearly 100 works from these collections for the first time, arranging them by themes
and subjects: sunlight on stone, figures reclining on grass, patterns of light and shadow. Enhanced by
biographical and technical essays, and lavishly illustrated with 175 color reproductions, this publication
introduces readers to the full sweep of Sargent’s accomplishments in this medium, in works that delight the
eye as well as challenge our understanding of this prodigiously gifted artist.
The international art star of the Gilded Age, John Singer Sargent (1856–1925) was born in Italy to
American parents, trained in Paris and worked on both sides of the Atlantic. Sargent is best known for his
dramatic and stylish portraits, but he was equally active as a landscapist, muralist, and watercolor painter.
His dynamic and boldly conceived watercolors, created during travels to Tuscan gardens, Alpine retreats,
Venetian canals and Bedouin encampments, record unusual motifs that caught his incisive eye.
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Editorial Review

Review
Experimenting with unusual compositions and new techniques, he reinvented himself aesthetically... far from
stagnating Sargent was innovating in his watercolors. (Judith Dobrzynski The New York Times)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

The book John Singer Sargent: Watercolors make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book John Singer Sargent: Watercolors to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a book John
Singer Sargent: Watercolors. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Danny Miller:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this John Singer Sargent: Watercolors e-
book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation John Singer Sargent: Watercolors as
good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't
judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Robert Russo:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. John Singer Sargent: Watercolors can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those
short spare time problems.

Pearl Young:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so



many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and John Singer Sargent: Watercolors as well as
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are
helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
John Singer Sargent: Watercolors to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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