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As science penetrates the secrets of nature, with each discovery generating new
questions, Mary Shelley's Frankenstein will sound its note of warning. Many
scientific developments have provoked references to Frankenstein, a story that,
for nearly two centuries, has gripped our imaginations and haunted our
nightmares. How can society balance the benefits of medical discoveries against
the ethical or spiritual questions posed?

Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of Nature accompanies a traveling exhibit
of the same name. This lavishly illustrated volume begins by highlighting
Shelley's novel and the context in which she conceived it. It next focuses on the
redefinition of the Frankenstein myth in popular culture. Here, the fate of the
monster becomes a moral lesson illustrating the punishment for ambitious
scientists who seek to usurp the place of God by creating life. The final section
examines the continuing power of the Frankenstein story to articulate present-day
concerns raised by new developments in biomedicine such as cloning and
xenografting (the use of animal organs in human bodies), and the role scientists
and citizens play in determining acceptable limits of scientific and medical
advances.
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As science penetrates the secrets of nature, with each discovery generating new questions, Mary Shelley's
Frankenstein will sound its note of warning. Many scientific developments have provoked references to
Frankenstein, a story that, for nearly two centuries, has gripped our imaginations and haunted our
nightmares. How can society balance the benefits of medical discoveries against the ethical or spiritual
questions posed?

Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of Nature accompanies a traveling exhibit of the same name. This
lavishly illustrated volume begins by highlighting Shelley's novel and the context in which she conceived it.
It next focuses on the redefinition of the Frankenstein myth in popular culture. Here, the fate of the monster
becomes a moral lesson illustrating the punishment for ambitious scientists who seek to usurp the place of
God by creating life. The final section examines the continuing power of the Frankenstein story to articulate
present-day concerns raised by new developments in biomedicine such as cloning and xenografting (the use
of animal organs in human bodies), and the role scientists and citizens play in determining acceptable limits
of scientific and medical advances.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Susan E. Lederer, who was the visiting curator for the National Library of Medicine's original exhibit on
Frankenstein, is the author of Subjected to Science: Human Experimentation in America before the Second
World War. She is an associate professor of the history of medicine at the Yale University School of
Medicine and in Department of History at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

The book Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of Nature give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of Nature to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything
if you like start and read a e-book Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of Nature. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Janet Speer:

The reserve with title Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of Nature contains a lot of information that you
can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Sylvia Johnson:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of
Nature can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Patrick Bergeron:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their



leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of Nature can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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