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A survivor’s true account of death, despair, and heroism in Death Valley in
the heat of the California Gold Rush.

At the height of the California gold rush in 1849, a wagon train of men, women,
children, and their animals stumbled into a 130-mile-long valley in the Mojave
Desert while they were looking for a shortcut to the California coast. What
ensued was an ordeal that divided the camp into remnants and struck them with
hunger, thirst, and a terrible sense of being lost beyond hope—until a twenty-
nine-year-old hero volunteered to cross the desert to get help.

This young hero, William Lewis Manly, was one of the survivors of the tragedy,
and he lived to tell the tale forty-five years later in this gripping autobiography,
first published in 1894. In a time of unmarked frontiers and wilderness, Manly
lived the true life of a pioneer. After being hit by gold rush fever Manly joined
the fateful wagon train that would get swallowed up by the barren, arid, hostile
valley with its dry and waterless terrain, unearthly surface of white salts, and
overwhelming heat. Assaulted and devastated by the elements, members of the
camp killed their emaciated oxen for food, ran out of water, split up, and lost and
buried their own kind who perished. When Manly’s remaining band of ten came
across a rare water hole, he and a companion, John Rogers, left the rest by the
water and crossed the treacherous Panamint Mountains and Mojave Desert by
themselves in search for rescue. In a true act of heroism against all odds, the two
finally returned twenty-five days later with help, rescuing their compatriots,
including four children, even when it seemed all hope was lost.

Told at the end of the nineteenth century, Manly’s compelling and stirring
account brings alive to modern-day readers the unimaginable hardships of
America’s brave pioneers, and a chapter in Californian history that should not be
forgotten.
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A survivor’s true account of death, despair, and heroism in Death Valley in the heat of the California
Gold Rush.

At the height of the California gold rush in 1849, a wagon train of men, women, children, and their animals
stumbled into a 130-mile-long valley in the Mojave Desert while they were looking for a shortcut to the
California coast. What ensued was an ordeal that divided the camp into remnants and struck them with
hunger, thirst, and a terrible sense of being lost beyond hope—until a twenty-nine-year-old hero volunteered
to cross the desert to get help.

This young hero, William Lewis Manly, was one of the survivors of the tragedy, and he lived to tell the tale
forty-five years later in this gripping autobiography, first published in 1894. In a time of unmarked frontiers
and wilderness, Manly lived the true life of a pioneer. After being hit by gold rush fever Manly joined the
fateful wagon train that would get swallowed up by the barren, arid, hostile valley with its dry and waterless
terrain, unearthly surface of white salts, and overwhelming heat. Assaulted and devastated by the elements,
members of the camp killed their emaciated oxen for food, ran out of water, split up, and lost and buried their
own kind who perished. When Manly’s remaining band of ten came across a rare water hole, he and a
companion, John Rogers, left the rest by the water and crossed the treacherous Panamint Mountains and
Mojave Desert by themselves in search for rescue. In a true act of heroism against all odds, the two finally
returned twenty-five days later with help, rescuing their compatriots, including four children, even when it
seemed all hope was lost.

Told at the end of the nineteenth century, Manly’s compelling and stirring account brings alive to modern-
day readers the unimaginable hardships of America’s brave pioneers, and a chapter in Californian history
that should not be forgotten.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A chronicle of death and disaster, survival and heroism, distinguished by narrative power, specific event,
and precise observation." —Lawrence Clark Powell

"Recounts this wonderful true story of one of the saddest romances in Saxon American history." —Charles
F. Lummis

'This inspiring, true account of a struggle to achieve greater opportunity will appeal to historians and general
readers alike. It will both enlighten and renew your faith in humanity.' —Tulsa World

About the Author

William Lewis Manly (1820–1903) was a miner, rancher, merchant, farmer, and above all pioneer and
adventurer who lived through the gold rush and the opening of the American West. He lived in Los Angeles,
California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah McClain:

The experience that you get from Death Valley in '49: An Autobiography of a Pioneer Who Survived the
California Desert could be the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more
you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Death Valley in '49:
An Autobiography of a Pioneer Who Survived the California Desert giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Death Valley in '49: An
Autobiography of a Pioneer Who Survived the California Desert instantly.

Margaret Thompson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Death Valley in '49: An Autobiography of a Pioneer Who
Survived the California Desert can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.



Gary Lewis:

The reason why? Because this Death Valley in '49: An Autobiography of a Pioneer Who Survived the
California Desert is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going
to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Kristin Sayler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Death Valley in '49: An Autobiography of a
Pioneer Who Survived the California Desert book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt
Death Valley in '49: An Autobiography of a Pioneer Who Survived the California Desert as good book not
just by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its deal with,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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