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On the morning of Saturday, November 20, 1943, the U.S. 2d Marine Division
undertook the first modern amphibious assault against a well-defended
beachhead. The objective was tiny Betio Island in Tarawa Atoll. The result was
an classic story of tragedy and near defeat turned around into an epic of victory
and indomitable human spirit.
Built around the updated text of their 76 Hours: The Invasion of Tarawa,
Hammel and Lane now reveal the graphic horror of warfare at its worst with the
presentation of 307 photos and combat drawings taken from U.S. Navy and U.S.
Marine Corps archives and several private collections. Many of the photos used
in Bloody Tarawa have never been published before.

Although the admirals commanding the Tarawa invasion fleet had assured the
Marines that Betio would be pounded to coral dust by a massive naval and air
bombardment—the largest of its kind ever seen to that time—the first waves of
Marines found the Japanese defenses intact and manned by determined foes.
Within minutes of the start of the head-on assault, the American battle plan was a
shambles and scores of Marines had been killed or wounded. The assault
virtually stopped at the water’s edge, its momentum halted before many Marines
ever dismounted from the amphibian tractors that had carried them to the deadly,
fire-swept beach. Follow-up waves of Marines suffered grievous casualties when
they were forced to wade more than 500 yards through fire-swept, knee-deep
water because tidal conditions had been miscalculated by the invasion’s planners.

Follow the bloody battle for Betio in graphic detail as heroic American fighting
men advance every life-threatening step across the tiny island in the face of what
many historians agree was the best and most concentrated defenses manned by
the bravest and most competent Japanese defenders American troops encountered
in the entire Pacific War.
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On the morning of Saturday, November 20, 1943, the U.S. 2d Marine Division undertook the first modern
amphibious assault against a well-defended beachhead. The objective was tiny Betio Island in Tarawa Atoll.
The result was an classic story of tragedy and near defeat turned around into an epic of victory and
indomitable human spirit.
Built around the updated text of their 76 Hours: The Invasion of Tarawa, Hammel and Lane now reveal the
graphic horror of warfare at its worst with the presentation of 307 photos and combat drawings taken from
U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps archives and several private collections. Many of the photos used in
Bloody Tarawa have never been published before.

Although the admirals commanding the Tarawa invasion fleet had assured the Marines that Betio would be
pounded to coral dust by a massive naval and air bombardment—the largest of its kind ever seen to that
time—the first waves of Marines found the Japanese defenses intact and manned by determined foes. Within
minutes of the start of the head-on assault, the American battle plan was a shambles and scores of Marines
had been killed or wounded. The assault virtually stopped at the water’s edge, its momentum halted before
many Marines ever dismounted from the amphibian tractors that had carried them to the deadly, fire-swept
beach. Follow-up waves of Marines suffered grievous casualties when they were forced to wade more than
500 yards through fire-swept, knee-deep water because tidal conditions had been miscalculated by the
invasion’s planners.

Follow the bloody battle for Betio in graphic detail as heroic American fighting men advance every life-
threatening step across the tiny island in the face of what many historians agree was the best and most
concentrated defenses manned by the bravest and most competent Japanese defenders American troops
encountered in the entire Pacific War.
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From reader reviews:

Robbie Stamant:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Bloody
Tarawa: A Pictorial Record, Expanded Edition is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Wayne Martin:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Bloody Tarawa: A Pictorial Record, Expanded
Edition can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand,
by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Bloody
Tarawa: A Pictorial Record, Expanded Edition.

Ricky Dotson:

You will get this Bloody Tarawa: A Pictorial Record, Expanded Edition by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.

Flora Gordon:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to



around the world. By book Bloody Tarawa: A Pictorial Record, Expanded Edition we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Bloody
Tarawa: A Pictorial Record, Expanded Edition. You can more pleasing than now.
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