Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novella and
AGAMEMNON’S Sg , J
~CDhugkrer  Stories

ELLL O, STORIES

By Ismail Kadare

Read Online ©

Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novella and Stories By Ismail Kadare

In this spellbinding novel, written in Albania and smuggled into France afew
pages at atimein the 1980s, Ismail Kadare denounces with rare force the
machinery of adictatorial regime, drawing us back to the ancient roots of tyranny
in Western Civilization. During the waning years of Communism, ayoung
worker for the Albanian state-controlled media agency narrates the story of his
ill-fated love for the daughter of a high-ranking official. When he witness the
ghostly image of Agamemnon-the Ancient Greek king who sacrificed his own
daughter for reasons of State-on the reviewing stand during a May Day
celebration, he begins to suspect the full catastrophe of his devotion. Also
included are "The Blinding Order," a parable of the Ottoman Empire about the
uses of terror in authoritarian regimes, and "The Great Wall," a chilling duet
between a Chinese official and a soldier in the invading army of the Tamerlane.
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In this spellbinding novel, written in Albania and smuggled into France afew pages at atime in the 1980s,
Ismail Kadare denounces with rare force the machinery of adictatorial regime, drawing us back to the
ancient roots of tyranny in Western Civilization. During the waning years of Communism, a young worker
for the Albanian state-controlled media agency narrates the story of hisill-fated love for the daughter of a
high-ranking official. When he witness the ghostly image of Agamemnon-the Ancient Greek king who
sacrificed his own daughter for reasons of State-on the reviewing stand during a May Day celebration, he
begins to suspect the full catastrophe of his devotion. Also included are "The Blinding Order," a parable of
the Ottoman Empire about the uses of terror in authoritarian regimes, and "The Great Wall," a chilling duet
between a Chinese official and a soldier in the invading army of the Tamerlane.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Kadare won the Man Booker International Prize last year for his searing documentation, in numerous works,
of Albanian history and politics, particularly life under Communism (The General of the Dead Army, etc.).
This miscellany contains the title novella, finished in 1985 and published herein English for the first time,
and two stories. The novella, a companion to Kadare's The Successor, follows one day in the life of ayoung,
unnamed journalist about to attend a celebratory May Day parade (under Communism, a highly charged
political function). His "half-girl, half-woman" lover, Suzana, whose father's political star is onetherise, has
just left the journalist in asort of political sacrifice (the journalist is"practically engaged to someone el se"
and it looks bad). Through awry and compelling set of ruminations on the grandstand, the journalist finds
that a government that would deny young love denies humanity, and seeks the isolation of every
citizen—which in turn pits neighbor against neighbor in afever of paranoid denunciation. That simple but
powerful insight also lies behind the two shorter, more allegorical worksin the collection, "The Blinding
Order" and "The Great Wall," which were completed in 1984 and 1993 respectively. (Nov.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

The three tales collected here realize the theme of fear as an instrument of power with consummate art. In the
novella"Agamemnon's Daughter," a man takes the anxiety of his lover breaking off with him to the
Communist May Day celebration. As he walks to the parade ground, he tries to fathom what his inexplicably
good grandstand-seat ticket portends for him and, indeed, for everyone at his government workplace. The
fate of Iphigenia, sacrificed by her father so that the Greeks could reach Troy, nags him. Does it pertain to
the loss of hislover, daughter of aparty bigwig? "The Blinding Order," set in the nineteenth-century
Ottoman Empire, relates the kind of trickle-down effect the Agamemnon's Daughter protagonist fearsfor his
department from the perspective of a young woman whose fiance is appointed a judge responsible for
enforcing the sultan's new measures against the evil eye. "The Great Wall" alternates the perspectives of a
Chinese construction inspector and a nomad scout on either side of China's famous bulwark as Tamerlane's
forces approach. Ray Olson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

Kadare brilliantly recreates the atmaosphere of shadowy fear, rumours and recrimination in Albania ... a
mesmerically readable parable about the abuse of state power * Observer * Suffused with the power of
thought and feeling ... Above al, Kadare creates a haunting sense of the absurd * Sunday Times* Dream
and reality melt together, asin Kafka, making it difficult to identify where the nightmares really begin *
Times*

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Reginald McDade:

The book Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novella and Stories make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need
to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Agamemnon's Daughter: A


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Novella and Stories to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
start and read a guide Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novellaand Stories. Kinds of book are alot of. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Anna Gann:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may haveit in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novellaand Stories can give
you alot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to
be great people. So, why hesitate? L et me have Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novellaand Stories.

CurtisMonahan:

Y ou will get this Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novellaand Stories by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just smply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solveissue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are till update. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Christine Wormley:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Agamemnon's Daughter: A Novellaand Stories
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Agamemnon's Daughter: A
Novellaand Stories has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private
eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading that will.
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